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Waves of Change


The Hospital for Sick Children
555 University Avenue 

Toronto, Ontario

Canada

M5G 1X8

Dartmouth, January 16th, 2008
Re.: ‘About Kids Health’

‘Trusted answers from The Hospital for Sick Children’

To whom it may concern,

‘….They often have a short attention span. They are very impatient and get frustrated and angry….’ 

‘….They may also not know how to control sexual impulses..’

‘….Emotional problems often include: angry toward herself….rude…sad…feeling hopeless…agitated…’

Etc…

These are some excerpts from your trusted answers on the topic Down syndrome found on your website Health A-Z.
These answers do not offer any information, but are an opinion, and a very negative one. 

As the mother of two children living with Down syndrome and president of the Nova Scotia Down Syndrome Society I feel this depiction of children with Down syndrome is hurtful and discriminatory. It contributes to the stigmatization of people with Down syndrome.

Furthermore, because this information is also available to prospective parents upon receiving a prenatal diagnosis of Down syndrome, this misinformation could become a determining factor in the decision making process regarding the progress of the pregnancy. Misinformation and discriminatory language do not contribute to a woman’s freedom of choice, but will instead limit her choice. 

Because freedom of choice and equal rights are highly valued in our Canadian society, I ask you to remove the information on Down syndrome from your website immediately.
Please replace the existing information with honest, objective and complete information about Down syndrome. This should include relevant information about living with Down syndrome from a parents’ perspective and/or from a person living with Down syndrome.

We would be happy to assist in providing you with balanced information, perspectives and experiences for your site and/or any printed material.

Sincerely,

Renate Lindeman

President

Nova Scotia Down Syndrome Society
Phone: (902) 434-0234

86 Coventry Lane

Dartmouth, NS, B2V 2K5
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