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The Honourable Peter MacKay

House of Commons

Ottawa, K1A 0A6 

Fax 613-992-2337

MacKay.P@parl.gc.ca
Mineville, March 6, 2007

Dear Minister,
As president of the Nova Scotia Down Syndrome Society, parent of two children living with a disability, and as a Nova Scotian, I felt very proud when Canada took a leadership role in the formation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
The Convention, the only legally binding International instrument, advances the rights of persons with disabilities. It clearly shows how governments can take action to ensure that Human Rights already outlined in the UN Charter on Rights and Freedoms, can be met. It marks an International move towards respecting these rights and takes measures to ensure the full inclusion of persons with disabilities and their families.

I understand that the provinces were consulted throughout the whole process and that Canada voted for the treaty at the end of this process. Problems with provinces can be resolved and over time and should not stand in the way of ratification, nor should they delay implementation.

I urge you to take the opportunity for Canada, and Nova Scotia to be recognized internationally for their leadership role in the formation of the Convention and for advancing the rights of people with disabilities. Please push for the immediate ratification of this important human rights 
document.

Sincerely,

Renate Lindeman

Nova Scotia Down Syndrome Society

President
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