>----Original Message Follows----
>From: "Regulatory Affairs - Affaires réglementaires"
><RegulatoryAffairs@cbc.ca>
>To: <aliceevanshome@hotmail.com>
>CC: <Replies@crtc.gc.ca>
>Subject: Your e-mail to CRTC - File nbr 354084 - CBC Sunday
>Date: Tue, 07 Aug 2007 11:04:50 -0400
>
Dear Ms Evans, 
Thank you for your email to the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission regarding a story about mood disorders that aired on the program, CBC News: Sunday on July 22, 2007. As you know, the CRTC has asked the CBC to respond to your concerns directly.
You wrote that you were offended by a comparison of mood disorders and Down syndrome made by singer Chantal Kreviazuk. Ms Kreviazuk was discussing a short film she wrote and starred in about mood disorders, called *Pretty Broken.* I have reviewed your letter and the video tape of the interview. With respect, I believe Kreviazuk*s intent in this comparison was different from your interpretation of it. First, it is important to note that Kreviazuk, in her attempt to explain her motivation for making this film, drew this comparison, not CBC. The interviews on CBC are not scripted, nor would we wish them to be; it is our responsibility to provide a platform for the expression of ideas, not to put words into the mouths of interview subjects. It is clear that you do not agree with Kreviazuk, but it is not a situation in which CBC was *inaccurate* in this interview, as you have suggested. In the interview, Kreviazuk explained that her inspiration for the film came from watching a close friend struggle with a mood disorder before committing suicide. When talking about this friend, she explained that he changed dramatically in the course of six months, to the point that he *did not recognize himself*, that he *didn*t know this guy*. She went on to explain that one of the most painful aspects of a mood disorder is the sufferer*s awareness of how he or she has changed in personality.
The despair stems from this self-awareness and the knowledge of an inability to resume their previous expected and accustomed mental state on their own. In describing this awareness of the change from an accustomed psychological state to an unwanted and unpredictable one, Kreviazuk said a mood disorder wasn*t like Down syndrome, in that a mood disorder sufferer is cognizant of a dramatic change in their behaviour, which is often hurtful to friends and loved ones and which strips the sufferer of his dignity. Having watched the tape, we do not believe her intent was to suggest that people with Down syndrome are neither aware of their disability nor that they are unable to live independent and rich lives. Nor do we believe it was her intention to suggest that people with Down syndrome would engage in the types of anti-social behaviour that many people with mood disorders may act out. Rather, we
believe her intention was to stress the sufferer*s awareness of the *change* that occurs with a mood disorder. Again, having reviewed the tape, it is apparent that Kreviazuk did not make her point terribly clear, and her comparison may not have been as precise as another may have been, but again, this was how she chose at that time to express herself. We are sorry if you found it offensive. CBC welcomes all audience feedback about our programming; without it, we cannot remain sensitive to the needs and wants of our viewers and listeners. All audience mail is summarized in a report that is circulated weekly among all senior executives, producers and programmers at CBC, including the President and CEO, Robert Rabinovitch. 
Sincerely, 
Denis Andrychuk
Communications Officer
CBC Audience Relations

