>-----Original Message-----
>From: alice evans [mailto:aliceevanshome@hotmail.com]
>Sent: Tuesday, August 7, 2007 11:51 AM
>To: RegulatoryAffairs@cbc.ca
>Cc: Replies@crtc.gc.ca, mail@novascotiadownsyndromesociety.com,
>aliceevanshome@hotmail.com
>Subject: RE: Your e-mail to CRTC - File nbr 354084 - CBC Sunday
>
Dear Denis Andrychuk

Thank you for your response.
In a way, you have addressed the issues that I brought to your attention, but, I am still very unhappy about the comparison between Down syndrome and mood disorder - in particular:

" In describing this awareness of the change from an accustomed psychological state to an unwanted and unpredictable one, Kreviazuk said a mood disorder wasn't like Down syndrome, in that a mood disorder sufferer is cognizant of a dramatic change in their behaviour, which is often hurtful to friends and loved ones and which strips the sufferer of his dignity."

" Having watched the tape, we do not believe her intent was to suggest that people with Down syndrome are neither aware of their disability nor that they are unable to live independent and rich lives. Nor do we believe it was her intention to suggest that
people with Down syndrome would engage in the types of anti-social behaviour that many people with mood disorders may act out"

However, I do think that she is implying that people with Down syndrome are unaware of the affect that their behaviour has on others and that they have no self-awareness. (Or, is she saying that they have no dignity to lose?)
People who have Down syndrome are PEOPLE and they are as individual as you and I.

The comparison made by Ms Kreviazuk is a personal opinion that is based on ignorance of Down syndrome, and prejudice. People who have Down syndrome 
are aware of their behaviour and are socially skilled. They are not oblivious 
to the affect that their moods or psychological states have on others. For 
CBC to provide a platform for these opinions is neglectful and supporting of 
an offensive stereotype.

In addition, although CBC is not responsible for what people in interviews say, you are responsible for the way in which they are edited. To directly follow such a statement, with an excerpt relating to a very extreme behaviour such as the eating of excrement, supports the previous stereotype.

If someone inadvertently made a racist statement during an interview I believe that you would edit the interview so that the racist statement was ommitted and did not detract from the main point of the piece, or cause unnecessary offence to viewers. You would certainly not further inflame and offend by editing the interview so that it was even more incendiary. I ask that you apply the same standards to people who have cognitive disabilities.

I believe that this program negatively affected the human rights of people who have Down syndrome by providing a platform for a bigoted viewpoint and I do not believe that you have addressed this sufficiently in your response to me. I believe that you gave gravitas to an ignorant stereotype by broadcasting it without appropriate context. Further to this, I feel that the editing of the program by CBC further added to the negative stereotype that was suggested by the interviewee.

I look forward to hearing from you again.

Alice Evans

