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The Honourable Judy Streatch
Minister of Community Services

P. O. Box 696
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 2T7

Mineville, September 29, 2006

Dear Minister,

We are writing to request your help. All children (age 0-6) do not receive the same level of care and attention they need from the Nova Scotia Government.

Services that are designed to help our children with Down syndrome are not accessible in a timely fashion to our members. Depending on where you live in Nova Scotia, waiting times for government services can be up to 3 years. Many families have become desperate and do not feel supported in promoting their children’s development.

Early Intervention programs provide all families that have children with special needs with professional service, information and support. An Early Interventionist can refer a child to other required professional services such as Speech-Language Therapy, Occupational therapy and/or a Psychologist (for which long wait times also exist). These kinds of supports are critical. Participation in an Early Intervention program enhances early development and helps children reach their full potential. Moreover, research shows that the earlier intervention starts, the more promising the outcomes for the child are. Participation in an Early Intervention is a “lifeline” for our children and their families.

Early Intervention programs are funded by the Department of Community Services. Recently, the Department of Health allocated considerable funding to a program that helps some children with special needs. This has created a new standard for access to Early Intervention. Unfortunately this has not lead to a decrease in waiting times of the before mentioned services that are available to children with Down syndrome, but in fact contributed to existing problems.
The Nova Scotia Down Syndrome Society (NSDSS) was formed in February 2005 by a group of parents who share the same ideas and goals. NSDSS has a strong commitment to Down syndrome and provides information, advocacy and education about Down 
syndrome. The NSDSS is a chapter organization of the Canadian Down Syndrome Society and shares their mission: to ensure equitable opportunities for all Canadians with Down syndrome. This means, to make sure all Canadians with Down syndrome have the right supports to give them the same opportunities as everyone else.

We would be extremely grateful to have the opportunity to meet with you in hopes of identifying ways these problems can be resolved.

We can be available on short notice, at your convenience and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Renate Lindeman

President

Nova Scotia Down Syndrome Society

Cc. 
The Honourable Marian Tyson, Deputy Minister of Community Services

The Honourable Chris d’Entremont, Minister of Health 
Mrs. Brenda Putnam, Chairperson, Early Intervention Nova Scotia


Mrs. Marika Lathem, Early Childhood Development Specialist

Mrs. Denise Stone, Special Needs Policy and Program Development


Mrs. Virginia O’Connell, Director Early Childhood Development Services


Mr. Gary Porter Regional Administrator Community Services
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